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Friends of the Owhiro Stream
Newsletter February 2016
Well let's get straight to the important stuff; yes, holidays are over, it's all started again, and our first working bee of the year will be:

Saturday 13 February 10.00 - 12.30 

weed clearing at Murchison St, nurturing those plants so lovingly planted last winter, and hoping they aren't too stressed by the dry conditions.  
Bruce and I are privileged to spend much of each holiday season at our bach on Mahia Peninsular. This year, we were able to look at a conservation project near to us.
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Participants in the Whangawehi stream catchment walk

In 2011, it was decided that a waste water project for Mahia Beach township would be sited near the headwaters of the Whangawehi stream, which exits on the opposite side of the peninsular to the beach township. Not unnaturally, some local folk on this eastern side were a little upset at this threat to the health of their stream. One woman was motivated enough to start looking at making a (yet another! several previous sites had been suggested.) submission against the project, but then, instead, turned it into a suggested management plan involving the  local community. The result is the Whangawehi Management Catchment Group,  which has memorandums of understanding with local marae, the Mahia Maori Committee, Wairoa Disrict Council, Hawkes Bay Regional Council, and the majority of the landowners who border the stream  A magnificent effort!  And one that has earned them several  awards, plus the recommendation  that their unique collaborative approach should be used as a template for other areas.   Besides monitoring the waste water treatment, they are  doing water monitoring, riparian planting, pest control, and progressively retiring and fencing the stream borders. 

This group does have  the luxury through the regional council of a very enthusiastic paid coordinator, who in conjunction with the committee, oversees the organisation of working bees, publicity, and fund raising. At present they are raising money for the next round of fencing through Million Metres, a crowd funding site. Regardless, this is a truly great achievement, involving local schools, tangata whenua, local marae, and many community members. The  most remarkable aspect to me being the change from confrontational submissions objecting to something, to managing the problem collaboratively.    

Ki te ora te wai, Ka ora te katoa  (if the waterway is healthy, the everything will survive)

Janet Campbell 

On behalf of the Friends of Owhiro Stream

